Endocrine profile associated with estrogen and progesterone receptors in leiomyoma and normal myometrium.
In leiomyoma and normal myometrium estrogen receptors act independently at low or high levels of the normal serum steroid range in the menstrual cycle. It might be an inherent characteristic of leiomyomas, which results in their progressive growth in the absence of any abnormal stimulation. In the secretory phase of the menstrual cycle, serum progesterone suppresses estrogen receptor concentrations in leiomyoma. In the present study serum follicle-stimulating hormone (FSH) and luteinizing hormone (LH) showed direct as well as inverse correlations with estrogen and progesterone receptors in different phases of the menstrual cycle.